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• Location: Central and
Southeastern Europe

• EU Member since 2013

• Currency: Euro (€)

• Official Language: Croatian

• Diverse Landscape: Adriatic coast, 
mountains, and plains

• Rich History: From ancient Roman sites to 
medieval castles

• UNESCO Heritage Sites: Dubrovnik, 
Plitvice Lakes, Diocletian’s Palace, and
more

Croatia
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Croatia

• Population: 3.853 million (2023)

• Universities: 13

➢ Private: 

▪ Catholic University of Croatia

▪ Libertas University

▪ VERN' University

▪ Algebra University College
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The Catholic University of Croatia (CUC) is the 
only Catholic university in Croatia.

It was founded on June 3, 2006 by the Luce vera 
illuminata (Illuminated by true light) Decree of 
the Archdiocese of Zagreb which was signed by 
the then Archbishop Josip Bozanić.

The International Federation of Catholic 
Universities (French: Fédération Internationale 

des Universités Catholiques) 
organisation of 226 Catholic universities 

throughout the world.
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Our Campus is located on Zagreb’s longest street - 
Ilica, which spans all the way to the city’s main 
square - Ban Jelačić Square.
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Great Chancellor mons. Dražen Kutleša
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Prof. dr. sc. Željko Tanjić,
Rector

Prof. Gordan Črpić, 
Vice-Rector for 

Organisation and 
Financial Affairs

Prof. Roko Mišetić, 
Vice-Rector

for Academic Affairs

Prof. Jasna Čurković Nimac, 
Vice-Rector

for International Relations

Prof. Roberto Antolović,
Vice-Rector
for Science

Leadership

Prof. Ante Crnčević,
Vice-Rector

for Qulity, Identity and
Mission
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CUC strives for scientific excellence and keeps pace 
with the latest trends in science.
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Science, projects, possibility of 
student exchange, serving the 
community.
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Mobility
Projects



Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the 
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or EACEA. Neither the 
European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.

Legal description – Creative Commons licensing: The materials are classified as Open Educational Resources' (OER) 
and can be freely (without permission of their creators): downloaded, used,  reused, copied, adapted, and shared by 
users, with information about the source of their origin.

Over 250 teachers and employees are employed at the University. 
More than 100 external associates participate in the classes.
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Sveučilišni kapelan 
vlč. Odilon Singbo

University Chaplain
Vlč. Branimir Jagodić
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University study programmes: 
History
Sociology
Psychology
Communication studies
Nursing
Medicine
Midwifery
Law
Computing for Social Applications

University studies have two levels:

- undergraduate and graduate

- PhD programmes in History and Sociology
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History

"The future cannot be built without knowing the past."
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Sociology

"It is impossible to understand your own tradition 
if you do not connect it with others."
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Psychology

"The impetus of all psychology is 
to know yourself."

Centre for Psychological 
Counselling of the Catholic 

University of Croatia

Laboratory for Psychological Research
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Laboratory for Psychological Research

Centre for Psychological Counselling of the 
Catholic University of Croatia
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Communication studies

"People may forget what you said, but they 
will never forget how they felt after your 

speech."
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"The constant care of a good nurse can be as important as the serious 
operation of a surgeon."

Nursing
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School of Medicine at CUC follows the tradition and study programmes of 
educating future doctors present at Catholic universities across Europe and the 

world

School of Medicine
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Study of law is organized according to the model of large European universities, with 
an additional component of practical work through cases and trial simulations, field 
teaching and professional practice in companies, law and notary offices

Law School
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Computing for Social Applications was designed with the aim of responding to the 
contemporary challenges of the digital age, enabling students to acquire advanced 
knowledge in the field of computing and the development of skills necessary for the 
application of technology in a wider social context.

Computing for Social Applications
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Undergraduate

Graduate

Bridging

programme
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Student clubs
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Female and male 
futsal teams

Female and male 
volleyball teams

Basketball team

Tennis
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Catholic University of Croatia
Ilica 244
10000 Zagreb

Croatia

Tel.: 00 385 1 370 66 24

Email: 
rektorat@unicath.hr
pr@unicath.hr

Contact:

mailto:rektorat@unicath.hr
mailto:pr@unicath.hr


Find us on social media and our
website:

www.unicath.hr



DEPARTMENT OF 
NURSING (2015. – 2025.)



Nursing as a Regulated Profession in Croatia

• Recognized as a regulated profession under Croatian law.
• Governed by the Act on Regulated Professions.
• Croatian Chamber of Nurses oversees standards and 

licensing.
• Only licensed nurses may independently provide nursing 

care.



Education and Qualification Requirements

• Education follows the Bologna Process.
• Bachelor of Nursing: 180 ECTS (3 years).
• Master of Nursing: 120 ECTS (2 years).
• Continuous professional development 

required.



Alignment with EU Directive 2005/36/EC 
(2013/55/EU)

• Directive sets minimum training requirements 
for nurses.

• General education: 12 years before entry.
• At least 4.600 hours of theoretical and clinical 

training.
• Ensures automatic recognition of nursing 

qualifications.



Benefits of EU Alignment

• Facilitates nurse mobility within the EU.
• Ensures high-quality and safe nursing care.
• Strengthens professional status of nurses in Croatia.
• Encourages ongoing professional development.



Overview of the Nursing Program

Academic Title:
University Bachelor of 
Nursing (univ. bacc. med. 
techn.)

Duration: 6 semesters

Degree Requirements:
Completion of at least 180 
ECTS credits
Passing all exams

Academic Title:
University Master of Nursing 
(univ. mag. med. techn.)

Duration: 4 semesters

Degree Requirements:
Completion of at least 120 
ECTS credits
Passing all exams
Defense of a master’s thesis



Competencies vs. learning outcomes

Definition of Competencies

• Competencies are precisely defined as a set of knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes that students acquire during their studies, 
equipping them for professional work in healthcare institutions.

Learning Outcomes

• Each course within the nursing program has clearly defined 
learning outcomes that specify what students will be able to apply 
in practice upon completing the course. These outcomes 
emphasize the practical application of acquired knowledge and 
skills.

• Development of Professional and Personal Skills



December 3, 2025.



Student Enrollment by Academic Year

Academic Year Undergraduate Graduate Total

2015/2016 34 26 60

2016/2017 91 44 135

2017/2018 85 46 131

2019/2020 84 74 158

2020/2021 86 58 144

2021/2022 84 68 152

2022/2023 89 71 160

2023/2024 83 73 156

2024/2025 70 65 135

2025/2026 85 60 145

1376 students in total have enrolled in Nursing Studies at CUC





Graduates in Nursing (2017–2025)

Year Bachelor of 
Nursing

Master of 
Nursing

2017 0 17

2018 22 28

2019 74 48

2020 87 35

2021 83 46

2022 78 46

2023 80 55

2024 80 62

2025 74 55

Total 578 392

970



Specialist Training at the Catholic 
University of Croatia

• The Catholic University of Croatia, through its 
Department of Nursing, offers specialist training 
tailored for nursing graduates seeking to enhance their 
knowledge and skills in specific areas of healthcare. 

• Current Program: Specialist Training in Emergency 
Medicine

• Plans - to broaden its range of specialist programs in 
line with the healthcare system needs and labor market 
demands communicated by the Ministry of Health and 
the Croatian Chamber of Nurses.



Department Day: October 7
Patron Saint: St. Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta
Color: Blue

Department of Nursing 
Characteristics



Student Club - NUTRIX



World Health Day



International Student Scientific Conference



University Fair



Researcher's Night



Open Days



ENFORCEMENT OF PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE IN 
THE NURSING STUDY PROGRAM



The acquired knowledge 
should enable students to 
understand nursing, the roles 
and responsibilities of nurses, 
and provide a foundation for 
developing insights and 
refining skills in nursing 
practice, keeping pace with 
modern advancements 
worldwide.

The development of a skills lab is a key prerequisite 
for the effective enforcement of clinical practice





We organize first aid training workshops for school children.



OSCE – Objective Structured Clinical 

Examination

Group 1
• Station 1: Measure blood pressure. 
• Station 2: Insert a nasogastric tube for the

patient.
• Station 3: Collect a blood sample for blood

typing and crossmatching
• Station 4: Record an ECG for the patient.
• Station 5: Administer Reglan amp 1, i.m. to the

pateint due to vomiting





Erasmus + clinical practice



Evidence-based practice in nursing involves providing holistic, quality care 
based on the most up-to-date research and knowledge rather than 
traditional methods, advice from colleagues, or personal beliefs.











Midwifery as a Regulated Profession

• Midwifery is a regulated healthcare profession that requires 
formal education, registration, and adherence to professional and 
ethical standards. 

• Midwives are recognized as autonomous practitioners responsible 
for providing comprehensive care to women during pregnancy, 
childbirth, and the postnatal period. 

• Regulation ensures that midwives are competent, qualified, and 
accountable for their practice, thus safeguarding the health and 
safety of mothers and newborns. 

• midwifery education follows specific national or international 
standards, and continuous professional development is required 
to maintain registration and uphold high-quality care.



Guidence – learning
outcomes and competencies

• Define what students should know, understand, and be able to do after 
completing the program

• Combine knowledge, skills, attitudes, and professional values
• Ensure transparency, quality assurance, and alignment with healthcare 

practice and legislation
• Support curriculum development, assessment, and lifelong learning
• Include continuous monitoring and improvement of the study program to 

maintain relevance and excellence



Competencies of Bachelor’s Degree Nurses
(baccalaureus / prvostupnik sestrinstva)

• A bachelor’s degree nurse in Croatia is qualified to provide independent 
nursing care in accordance with professional standards and healthcare 
regulations.

1. Planning, implementing, and evaluating nursing care for individuals, 
families, and communities.

2. Providing direct patient care based on professional knowledge, skills, 
and ethical principles.

3. Collaborating with members of the healthcare team to ensure continuity 
and quality of care.

4. Educating patients and promoting health, prevention, and 
rehabilitation.

5. Documenting and evaluating nursing practice, maintaining patient 
safety and confidentiality.

6. Participating in quality improvement and evidence-based clinical 
practice.

7. Engaging in lifelong learning and professional development.



Competencies of Master’s Degree Nurses 
(magistar sestrinstva)

• A master’s degree nurse in Croatia is educated for independent, advanced, and 
research-based professional work.

1. Plan, organize, and manage nursing care at an advanced level and in complex 
clinical situations.

2. Implement and evaluate evidence-based practice, participate in and lead 
research projects in nursing and health sciences.

3. Provide mentorship, supervision, and education for students and other 
healthcare professionals.

4. Participate in developing healthcare policies, strategies, and quality systems 
in health institutions.

5. Apply ethical principles and legal standards in professional decision-making 
and leadership.

6. Collaborate interdisciplinarily in clinical and academic settings, contributing to 
innovation in nursing care.

7. Develop professional standards and protocols to improve the safety and 
quality of patient care.
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